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IMMEDIATELY

COMPUTER TO PLAY KEY ROLE
IN SPECIAL UM SUMMER COURSES
MISSOULA-The University of Montana's new DECsystem-10 computer is expected to play an important
role in two special programs offered during the 1973 Summer Session, according to Dr.
Patricia P. Douglas, director of the UM Department of Extension and Continuing Education.
Douglas said the two business administration seminar courses are
for graduate

and . u~dergraduate

being offered

credit -through the regular summer session catalog.

The first program, to be conducted June 18 through July 18, is a management decisionmaking seminar in which the ability to make decisions under conditions of uncertainty is
developed and tested.
Robert J. Connole, chairman of the management department in the UM School of Business
Administration and instructor of the three-credit course, said "Central to this seminar in
management decision making is a large and complex simulation model of a business industry.
"Students are broken into teams and given control of a firm in the industry.

In each

of 10 decision periods students must decide what to do in a minimum of 26 decision areas.
These decisions are then fed into the DECsystem-10 computer and accounting statements are
prepared for each firm.

These statements .become the basis for the next period's decisions,"

Connole said.
Examples of the types of decisions students must make include pricing their products,
increasing or decreasing promotional budgets, production scheduling, sale and purchase of
securities, dividend policy

and the purchase of market research information.

Following

the final decision period each firm will be required to present its stewardship of the firm
to a board of directors made up of business faculty and community businessmen.
more

COMPUTER TO PLAY--2
"Although the computer is used extensively, the course does not require any programming
knowledge on the part of the students playing the game," Connole added.
The second course, entitled "Western fv!ontana Simulation Study," involves an interdisciplinary team of students, faculty, government and industry representatives, and interested
citizens who will attempt to construct a computer-based simulation model of Western

~lontana.

Dr. John Rettenmayer, associate professor in management, described the computer simulation rodel as "models of separate processes, each created independently by specialists in
the appropriate area,

being combined to produce one overall model of the system."

"The model may then be used to investigate the response of the system to various
stimuli in much the same manner as a physical scale model may be used to test the design
of a bridge or airplane.

Computer simulations have been very successful in describing the

behavior of economies, production systems, distribution systems and even computer systems,"
Rettenmayer said.
"Assistance will be provided for those who lack experience in modeling or computer
programming," Rettenmayer added.
The simulation study may be taken for one to four credits with the consent of the
instructor.

The course will be conducted July 19-Aug. 17.

Douglas said anyone desiring more information may contact the Extension Division by
phoning 243-5293.
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